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instance, there is nothing sinful in a man's de-
siring to save himself, and in fact saving himself,
from a sudden danger. If a man leaps out of
the way of a runaway cart, or throws himself
on the ground to avoid the accidental discharge
of a gun, he would never be blamed, nor would
he blame himself, for any want of courage. Yet
if a man in a battle saves himself from death
by flight, he would regard himself, and be re-
garded by others, as having failed in his duty,
and he would be apt to feel a lifelong shame
and remorse for having yielded to the impulse.
Again, the deliberate killing of another human
being in a fit of anger, however just, would be
regarded by the offender as a deeply sinful act,
and he would not quarrel with the justice of the
sentence of death which would be meted out to
him; but when we transfer the same act to the
region of war, which is consecrated by the usage
of society, a man who had slain a hundred
enemies would regard the fact with a certain
complacency, and would not be even encouraged
by a minister of religion to repent of his hundred
heinous crimes upon his deathbed.
The sense, then, of sin is in a certain degree
an   artificial   sense,  and   would  seem  to   consist